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Abstract:

The major rivers in lIraq, the Euphrates and the Tigris, originate from
neighboring countries and flow into Iraqi territory, where both Turkey and Iran

control a significant portion of their water flow. The construction of large dams



and the diversion of river courses in these countries have led to a substantial
reduction in water flow to Iraq, affecting various vital sectors in the country. In
addition to these challenges, Iraq is also facing the impacts of climate change,
which contribute to reduced rainfall and prolonged drought periods, exacerbating
the water crisis and making it a complex issue where natural factors intersect with
the water policies of neighboring countries, The repercussions of this crisis
include environmental and agricultural challenges, as lIraq's agricultural lands
suffer from desertification and declining productivity. Furthermore, the ecosystem
of the marshlands, one of the world's oldest and richest natural environments, has
deteriorated, The water scarcity has also led to increased internal migration and
displacement from agricultural areas to urban centers in search of better
opportunities, resulting in greater pressure on urban infrastructure and resources,

and creating new economic and social challenges.

Keywords :The water crisis, land desertification, climate change, water

policies.
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